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God's Christmas Love
by Peter Caligiuri

This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him. 1 John 4:9 NIV

This week, we watched our first Christmas movie 
of  the  season and 
slowed down enough 
to catch our collective 
breaths. With plans 
made to fly out to Texas 
in a few weeks, we are 
looking forward to 
seeing at least part of 
o u r  f a m i l y  t h i s 
Chris tmas and are 
g r a t e f u l  f o r  o u r 
c h i l d r e n  a n d 
grandchi ldren.  We 
have each other, a few 
friends and a quiet life. 
How different  our 
experience is from that of Mary and Joseph on that 
chilly night in Bethlehem so long ago. There, they 
took refuge for the night in a dark and dank stable. 
No soft bed was found for Mary to lie on and no 
mid-wife to attend the birth of her child. Then, after 
the baby came, Joseph tried his best to find a place 
to lay him, but a feeding trough was all there was. 

Yet in that cold and dimly lit animal shelter, the 
love of God was born and He was wrapped in rough 
cloth and laid in the hay. 

The settings of that Holy Night were so humble and 
they remind me of 
another cold and dark 
day, thirty-three years 
later when God's love 
was poured out again. 
This time in place of a 
wooden manger was a 
rough wooden cross, 
where Jesus was laid. 
His mother was there 
also but this time the 
pain was His and with 
blood streaming down 
from His hands and 
feet. In His humility on 

the cross, Jesus gave His life for ours, so that 
anyone willing to humbly come as a child could 
find forgiveness and salvation. May God bless you 
and watch over you. Remember that at Christmas 
time, Jesus still comes, God's love is still being 
poured out and He us as children to receive His gift 
today!

"The story of Christmas is the story
of God's relentless love for us." 

Max Lucado



Did you make your own 
greeting cards? When I 
was in art school, I began 
designing and printing 
m y  o w n  C h r i s t m a s 
cards. Forty-some-odd 
years later, I continue 
that tradition. Looking 
back, there have been a 
few that I am quite happy 
with, but I can see now that some of my designs 
were pretty awful. I always found it very difficult to 
come up with a truly original idea. It seemed like all 
of the words and images I could think of had been 
used a million times before. Somewhere along the 
way, I realized that I didn't need to say something 
that had never been said before and the images used 

so often capture the essence of Christmas. It is not 
my job to reinvent the Christmas story, I am here to 
simply celebrate and share the good news of our 

Savior's birth. The story 
of Christmas doesn't 
need to be updated; it is 
timeless. It doesn't need 
to be embellished. In its 
simplicity, it is majestic. 
The details of Jesus' birth 
d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  b e 
d e f e n d e d  a g a i n s t 
scoffers, that truth stands 
rock solid, without our 
help. There is nothing we 
can do to improve the 
Gospel. The power of 

Jesus' birth, life, death, and resurrection has 
transformed countless lives over the centuries. The 
message of Christmas doesn't need a makeover; it 
is a treasure to be passed, from generation to 
generation and from one heart to another. How will 
you pass it on this year? Who will you tell?

And when they saw it, they made known the 
saying that had been told them concerning this 
child.  And all who heard it wondered at what 
the shepherds told 
them. Luke 2:17-18 
ESV

Who Will You Tell?
By Rob Keller
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Praises for all who came out to help with Christmas caroling this year!

Paula at Sunshine village – That God will touch and restore her and bring her home from the hospital soon

Don and Lorna to be reunited at Sunshine assisted living as soon as Lorna recovers strength and health

For residents who will not see their families, that they will sense God's love and grace this Christmas

Pastor Janice for help with surgery/recovery and grace with family matters

Nancy and I as we travel to Texas over Christmas

Thankful for the many new volunteers helping to serve communion and visibly

Prayer Requests and Praises
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